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The Agroecological Weed Management (AWM) Repository
(https://www.goodhorizon.eu/platform/awm-practices/

is a virtual space where you can freely and openly find
information and. educational material on" current and
agroecological weed management practices in the

European Union. You can browse and learn about several

weed management practices and crops.
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MULCHING

DESCRIPTION & BENEFITS

Mulching involves the application of organic or synthetic materials such as straw,
wood chips, plastic film, or compost to the soil surface to:

* act as a physical barrier (layer) preventing weed seeds from germinating and
emerging from the sail

* block sunlight and reduce soil temperature fluctuations inhibiting seed
germination

¢ enrich the soil with nutrients and organic matter over time due to decomposition
of organic mulches

* enhance soil fertility and microbial activity

¢ conserve soil moisture by reducing evaporation


https://www.goodhorizon.eu/platform/awm-practices/

TIPS
STRENGTHS WEAKNESSES

o considering their
availability on markets or farms, cost, initial investment,

effectiveness against weeds, and potential impact to crops

o (especially if these are organic
such as straw, wood chips, or compost) and covering the soil
surface to a sufficient depth to inhibit weed germination,

emergence and growth

o if needed to maintain their
OPPORTUNlTlES THREATS effectiveness against weeds, especially in areas with high
weed pressure, sequential germination waves or irregular

rainfall

to reduce crop-weed competition

o already applying this

method to learn from their experience

LIABILITY DISCLAIMER
This is the first version of AWM repository released in April 2024. While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the information provided in this factsheet, we make no representations or warranties of any kind, express or implied, about the
completeness, accuracy, reliability, suitability, or availability of the information contained herein for any purpose. Any reliance you place on such information is therefore strictly at your own risk. In no event will we be liable for any loss or damage, including without

limitation, indirect or consequential loss or damage, or any loss or damage whatsoever arising from loss of data or profits arising out of, or in connection with, the use of this factsheet.
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